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ABSTRACT

India and Iran are two great historical civilisatis. Although Iran India relations are rich in terro$ cultural,
economical and political relations, it is accompeahiby fissures, impermanent breakdown and corditdtionships
between the two. However, in order to review tHatiens between the two countries various stepsetaeen taken by
both the countries. The Iranian revolution or Isiamevolution of 1979, witnessed the dramatic cheaimg Indo-Iranian

relations.
KEYWORDS: Cold War, Relations, Islamic Revolution, Bilater@bhnclusion

INTRODUCTION

Indo-Iranian Relations Pre-Historic Period

India and Iran share deep historical cultural aidigational linkages. The contacts between thepbe and
civilisation of these two regions go back to thevdaof history The people of the two civilizations have been ginjg
close historical harmony through ages. They hadnecommotherland and shared a common linguistic &maic history.
The two civilizations have the same foundation \whis traced back to the Aryans. As such a lot deakess and
similarities are found between these nations ndy @mtheir customs, traditions and languages, &lsb in approach

towards life.

Relations, interactions and culture common poirit$ran and India go back to over 3000 years ago ted
Aryans immigration. The proof of that is the comnlegendaries of the ancient time. The relationsrarfi and Indian
subcontinent before Islam have been based on comaocen language and customs. Iran and Indian stibeoin with the
Dari Persian language created the same relati@yshtid with Pahlavi, Avestan and Sanskrit languagelsby prevalence
of different languages that today 22 languagegiaffy has been recognised in different stateisf country 1400 official

accents has turned this society to large democracy.

In the splendid civilization of Mohenjo-Daro ancetBindh Valley, which flourished between the 2508 4500
BC., there are visible signs of relationships witie Iranian civilization. The ancient earthenwarel ahe marked
resemblance in their designs and patterns are gstesidence in favour of this assertiohndia and Iran's common

civilization is followed by the arrival of Aryan® ithis region. As per history, it is believed tthatfore 2000-3000 B.C.

! Jawaharlal Nehru, India's Foreign Polisglected speeches, September 1946-Septemberti®®Lblications Davison,
Ministry Of Information and Broadcasting, Governrnefindia, Delhi, 1961, p.84.

2 H.E.Hassan Nourian, ‘India and Iran on the thriesbbStrategic Relationsn R. Sidda Goud and Manisha Mookherii
(ed.),India and Iran in contemporary Relation#llied Publishers Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi, 2014 43.
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the inhabitants of modern Iraq and Southern Iraha@so the people of West and North West India ckom the same
region. Later, around 1500 BC, Aryan tribes fromthanvaded and defeated these people and marchtgbif to South

Asia.

The relations between the two old civilizationslimting the Indus Valley Civilization in India antié Elamite
Civilization in Persia have been relatively evidehhe Harppan Civilization was existing with theofxElamite and
Elamite Civilization in the ancient Iran. TradeK&existed between the two civilisations through dlcean routes. Later,
the cultural and diplomatic relations also exidbetiveen Iran's Safavid dynasty and the Mughal dyriadndia® In Susa
(Western Iran), the decorated potteries which Heeen excavated appears to be analogous to thake Kulli culture in
the north-west of the Indian subcontinent. Persaa & source of import of silver, copper, turquaied lapis lazuli from
the olden Persia and Persians used to import iandyspices like black pepper from the Harppanisadiion? The grape,
introduced from Persia with the almond and walmats cultivated in the Hindukush and Western Himagagnd also one

of the earliest Indian words for a coin, that isr#a traces back its origin into Persia.

The two civilizations also shared their diplomatied friendly relations during the Gupta period. Toender of
Mauryan dynasty Chandragupta Maruya, had cordialtioms with the descendants of the Macedonian werty in
Persia. There are also evidences of relations leetviee two civilizations during Achaemenid periddoa The history
reveals that during the Achaemanian period, somts gd the northwest India came under Persian ik records of

history show that Achaemanian art and culture hsig@ificant influence on north-western part of Mga India.
Indo-Iranian Relations from 1947-1979

With the dawn of independence in India on 15 Audi®t7, there stimulated a great requirement tobbska
diplomatic relations with the bordering countriessveell as with the key powers in Asia, Europe, édrand the America.
Its strong historical, political, cultural, and @cmnical ties, determined the Indian foreign polpsrceptions with Iran.
Till 1947, India and Iran shared borders and shamember of common features in their language poostand traditions.
But, these close relations were ruined by the Sritule and the subsequent loss of contiguity owinthe formation of
Pakistan. This loss of geographic affinity waseeffiéd in the political arena as well, when Irandoee the first country to
recognise Pakistan. The bitter and violent partitmd the divergence over Kashmir in the immedidtermath enabled

Pakistan to earn substantial empathy in many csnin the Middle Eastern region, including Iran.

The Anglo-Soviet Invasion of Iran (1941) during t8econd World War to secure oilfields and ensur@dl
supply lines did not find favour among the Indiaationalists and Jawaharlal Nehru was supportivevittidrawal of
Soviet forces form Irafi.As a gesture of friendliness towards India, Irantipgated in the first Asian Relations

Conference held in New Delhi in March 1947. At tfasum, the Iranian delegate extended his counfrigadship and

¥ Ahmad Faisal and M. Basra AlmBilateral engagement and geopolitics: A case of India aaa, [Fhe Romanian
Economic Journal, Vol.XVI no.48 June 2013, p.56.
* Faisal Ahmed,' India's Engagement with Iran: A &eonomic Perspectivein Anwer Alam (ed.)ndia and Iran an
assessment of Contemporary relatioddew Century Publications, New Delhi, 2011, 258.
5 .

Ibid
® Meena Singh Roy (edinternational and Regional Security Dynamibsstitute of Defences Studies and Analyses, New
Delhi, 2009, p. 7.
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good desires for India's impending independéenaithough the relations between the two countriggeared to be dim in
the beginning but they had reached agreements asichir Transport in November 1948d the visit of an Iranian

economic mission to the India in December 194%dento explore the projection of mutual relations.

In the Post-World War Il period, such relationsezat a new phase. On March 15, 1950, New DelhiTadtan
signed a friendship treaty which called for ‘pemaéipeace and friendship between the two, committiee two states to

amicable relationsThree points appear significant in this docum@nt:

» First, "perpetual peace and friendship betweergthernments" was envisaged but there was no meafitime

nature of relationships between the people anddhetries.

e« Second, it provided a mechanism to settle the édbfices” which were not identified. The statement,

though vague, was significant.

* Third, was it a coincidence that this treaty syodized with the Shah's visit to Pakistan and alamtieaty with

that country? Or was it an indication that Irandieah to treat India and Pakistan on an even footing.
Text of India-Iran Treaty of Friendship, Issue in Tehran on 15 March 1950

The President of India and his Imperial Majesty 8fmh of Iran recognizing the ancient ties whichehaxisted
between the two countries for centuries and thainroon need for cooperation in strengthening aneldging these ties
and urged by their mutual desire to establish peateeen the two countries with a view to commondbiés of their
people and the development of their respective tri@sn wish to enter into a treaty of friendshipghweach other and to

this end have appointed the following persons @B flienipotentiaries:

The President of India: His Excellency Seyyed Ahher, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
The Shah of Iran: His Excellency Ali Gholi ArdalaActing Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, havingcemined each

other's credentials and distinguished them goodradde form, have agreed as follows.
Article 1

There shall be perpetual peace and friendship leetilee governments of India and Iran the said Gowents

shall promote and strength such peace and friepd&tiveen their respective nationals.
Article Il

The High Contracting parties agree to appoint diltc representatives in the capitals of the twontges, and
consular representatives as may be necessary anttlatplaces as may be agreed upon. Each partygsaat to such
representatives of the other party such privileygs immunities as are accorded under Internatiosal so however that
neither party shall deny to any diplomatic or cdasuepresentative of the of the other party angcsg privileges and

immunities which it grant to the diplomatic and satar representatives of a similar country of athep State.

" A.H.H. Abidi, 'Relations between Indian and 1ra847-1979', In A.K. Pasha(ednyia, Iran and the GCC statellanas
Publications, New Delhi, 2002, p. 239.
8 Foreign Policy of India, text and documents: 19¥964,Lok Sabha Secrete ratB966, New Delhi, p. 42-43.
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Article 111

The High Contracting Parties agree to conduct tbemmercial, customs, navigation and cultural refet as

well as matters relating:
e extradition
* Judicial assistance between the two countries, and

* The condition of residency and stay of the citizefi®ne party in the territory of the other, basedspecial

agreements between the parties.
Article IV

The High Contradicting Parties agree to settleddferences of any kind between each other throoiglinary

diplomatic channels by arbitration and by such opgeaceful procedure, as they deem most suitable.

Article V

» This treaty shall be ratified by the legislativedgoof each party and the exchange of the instrusneit

ratification shall take place in Teheran as soopassible.
* This treaty shall take effect fifteen days after &xchange of the instruments of ratification lakem place.

One year after the formalization of bilateral riglas, a significant event occurred in Iran that wasonalization
of the Anglo-lranian Oil Company by the Prime Miais Mohammad Mossadeq. Although it is believed tmatia
extended its support to Iran in its bid to set fiteelf from the clutches of British imperialisniet fact emerges that Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was critically equivoirahis reaction. In his usual briefings to the émensters, Nehru wrote

the following about the Iranian oil dispute.

"The Iranian government has taken up a very stamd) unbending altitude and perhaps it may be izgtitto
some extent. On the other hand, we must alwaysmédrmethat such disputes had long roots in the past.Anglo-lranian
Oil Company does not appear to have shown muchomisd the past. If they had approached the mayimpathetically
a year ago or more, probably no crisis would haisea now. So far as we are concerned, we havedkepf this dispute.
But | have ventured to suggest to the Iranian gawents, as well as to the British government, ithiatin the interest of

all concerned as well as of world peace to haveazgful settlement

President Rajendra Prasad was more forthcomingspedific in his address to the parliament. He saidran,
behind the dispute about oil, lies a great awalgf@mphasis added). | hope that this dispute wilséttled amicably so

that Iran may prosper and the world may also betefrom her great resources in off°.

The education minister of India, Moulana Abdul Kal&Azad paid a goodwill visit to Iran in August 1951
A party of two Iranian professors and eight studesigited India in April 1952 to study some of theterinary institutions

of India. Two Deputy Ministers of External Affairgent on a goodwill mission to Tehran in 1953, angtess delegation

° Letter dated 7 July 1951, Jawaharlal Nehru, LetteiChief Minister, 1947-1964, Vol. 2 (1950-52) 488.
1% parliamentary Debated/ol. X1V, part I, p. 19.
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from Iran visited India in January 1955.

In December 1954, a Treaty of Commerce and Nawgatias concluded between Iran and India. The Treaty
provided for the rights of the nationals of eitlweuntry in the other and their rights engage iméracommerce, and
industry ad to acquire movable and immovable prypek very important feature of the treaty was ritest favoured
nation provision. Concessions were shown as fah@asmposition of custom duties and charges. Trereldor having

close relations also found expression in the exgéani visits by dignitaries of the countrigs

In the course of the 1950s, in its quest to couthteithreat of communism and build up strong dedeoece, Iran
found itself strongly entrenched in the United &saled Western bloc. Mohammad Reza Shah PahlavShiah of Iran,
forged very close ties with West, especially theitéth States. Nehru's avowedly socialist inclinagiaraturally led to
differences between the two leaders. There wasalsiwong perception in Iran that India, althougpportive of Iran,
seemed to tilt towards the Union of Soviet Repub(ldSSR). Iran's principle foe at that time. WHitelia pursued an
independent foreign policy, Iran, along with Pakistentered the US-led Baghdad pact (later rendhee@entral Treaty
Origination, or CENTO) in 19533

In reply to these developments, in a speech ihtikeSabha on 29 March 1966, Nehru stated:

"It is clear that the approach of military pacikelthe Baghdad pact..... is a wrong approach getans approach
and a harmful approach..... The Pakistan newspapmkthe statements of responsible people in Pakistke it clear that
they joined this pact because of India. they hauged the Baghdad Pact and SEATO essentially beaafutheir hostility
to India.**

The Shah of Iran visited India in February-Marckb@9just after four months after the adherencé¢oBaghdad
pact. In his talks with Indian leaders and in hiblg statements, the Shah did refer to the 'difiees' between the two
countries but he also emphasised the 'traditioesll He also assured India that Iran's closewdtbsPakistan were neither
directed against it nor would they impact Iran'®rfdship with India. However, the fact that no jostatement or
communiqué was issued at the end of the visit sstgdethat the deepening gulf between the two Isddéuring the
1950s the two countries had very little in commantérms of their political and foreign policy asgions and aims.
Jawaharlal Nehru paid his return visit to Iran gp&mber 1959 but the visit did a little. The visitfact, highlighted the
political gulf between the two countries. Duringstdecade various irritants prevail between theildnian relations like
Nehru's close political relations with Gamal Ab8lseer and relationship with certain radical Arédtes like Egypt and
Syria, in fact, after the 1952 revolution, Indiasamde first Asian country to extend diplomatic rgaibion to the new
Egyptian regime in 195%.India's refusal to align itself with any bloc arttetleading role it subsequently played in the

establishment of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)ther created tensions between the two countries.

" ndian Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 1, no. 4, Felmua5, 1993, col. 149.

12 synanda Sen, India's Bilateral payments and TAgdeements 1947-48 to 1963-64, Calcutta, 196595.

13 Mushtaq Hussain, 'Indo-Iranian Relations durirgy@old War Strategic Analysisyol. 36, No. 6, November-December
2012, P861

14 Farah Naazndo Iranian Relations, 1947-200stitute of Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delb88, at
http://www.idsa-india.org/an-jan-8-01html.

15 A.H.H. Abidi, 'Relations between Indian and Ird847-1979", In A.K. Pasha(edndia, Iran and the GCC states,
Manas Publications, New Delhi, 2002, p. 244.

' Mushtaq Hussain, 'Indo-Iranian Relations durirg@old War Strategic Analysisyol. 36, No. 6, November-December
2012, P861
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By the 1960s, we witnessed certain changes inntieenational environment, the repercussions of whitected
Indo-Iranian relations. The diversification and arpion of trade during this period tended to biimdja and Iran closer
and improve their relationships. In 1960s, Indiaswa a position to share its experience and exgeenith other
developing countries due to the importance thaialattached to technical and commercial collabonatiith thent.’ The
global-super power detente of the mid-1960s alfiaenced the course of Indo-Iranian relations. Atkureadjustment in
the US attitude towards Iran further brought abcthdnges in the latter's foreign policy posture. TU&toned down its
security guarantees to Iran, and gave indicatian tte it would be reluctant to come to its aicase of a threat from a
source other than the Soviet Union. There was alggradual decline in the US military and econoniit @ Iran.
Furthermore, Iran felt aggrieved over the perceipegference accorded by the US to both turkey adskn at the cost

of Iran!®

In view of these actual apparent changes, thereawasalibration of Iran's foreign policy, termeglthe Shah as
Siyasat-e-Milli(independent foreign policy). The shah started ilmgplbeyond the Persian Gulf and Pakistan for suppor
and alliances in favour of Iran's new regional @pliThe Shah also strived to achieve, as mucheagdbpolitical realties
permitted, normalcy in its relations with the Saviion. As a consequence, on 15 September 1968siired the Soviet
government that it would not grant any foreign oatihe right of possessing any kind of rocket basekanian soil. After
this assurance Soviet-Iranian relations entereml anhew phase and received a big boost. This furtsulted in India's

attitude towards Iran.

The Shah of Iran also realised the importance dfiGB. In fact he lost faith in CENTO and signed &tpaith
Turkey and Pakistan known as Regional Cooperatoiévelopment (RCD). Intimated by President AyuilaK in 1964,
the RCD was a consequence of the growing dissetiisfaof Pakistan, Iran and Turkey with their tigih Western bloc.
The RCD partners could see that USA and USSR weergng towards a relaxation of tensions, redutimgvalue of
military pactst® A bigger factor, which added flavour in faith beamelndo-Iranian relations was the unqualified suppo

extended by Iran to India during 1962 Sino-IndiaarWv

In 1961 India and Iran signed their first tradeesgnent. An Indian delegation led by Sri K.R.F. Kirgg the ten
joint Security, Minister of commerce and Industrigited Tehran in April 1961 to open negotiation hwihe Iranian
government® During this a joint agreement was signed betwhertwo countries under which Iran agreed to impoa0
tones of sugar from India and in turn India undektéo import dry fruits of value 15 million and other products like

gums, dates etc., of the valu@.5 million from Iran.

After the Sino-Indian war in 1962 the Iranian gestaf goodwill was reciprocated by India through fresident
S. Radhakrishna's visit to Tehran in May 1963.Ha $ame year, Nehru visited Iran for the secone firThese visits
further contributed in the warmth in bilateral t@aships between the two countries. During thé wtIndian President

S. Radhakrishna tried to emphasise on the impatafcscientific and technical knowledge and itssdmination

17 Abdul Amir Jorfi, "India and Iran: Two Asian PoweStrategic Analysisyol. 43, No. 2, May 1995, p. 261.
18 Farah Naazndo Iranian Relations, 1947-200stitute of Defence Studies and Analyses, New DelbB8, at
http://www.idsa-india.org/an-jan-8-01html.

195.M. Burke and Lawrence Ziring, Pakistan's Fordigiticy (Karachi:OUP,1990), p-305.

2 Brajendranath Baneerje, India's Aid to its Neiginfirog Countries, (New Delhi), 1982.

2L Kashif Mumtaz, 'Changing Patterns of Iran-Indidaflens’, Institute of Strategic Studies, Islaaa, at
http://www.issi.org.pk/old-sites/ss_Detail.php?dxt888.
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particularly for the welfare of the common peopldbth the countrie$?

In March 1964, both India and Iran signed anothete accord. According to this concurrence numehausan
business firms were certified to import Indian sugaconut etc., without any governmental margifise agreement
envisaged trade in the ratio of 1:6 in India's favdHowever this brief period of goodwill provedepmature and short

lived.

During the India-Pakistan war of 1965, Iran extehd&ong political and material support to Pakistara letter
to his Indian counterpart, the Prime Minister afrrexpressed grave concern and deep anxiety ragafth crossing by
Indian forces of the internationally recogniseddess of Pakistan and the violation of Pakistarristeeial integrity > At
the UN General Assembly, the Iranian representaigried in favour of a settlement "in accordancth whe Security
Council Resolution" and "on the basis of the pples of self determinatiorf* On the material side, Iran's help consisted
of fuel, gasoline, small arms and ammunition andina support® The Shah of Iran confessed the fact of arms sugpply
Pakistan and justified his stand on the ground tiaat Iran not supported Pakistan the latter woaldehapproached to
China. Moreover, according to him, from the seguaitgle dismemberment of Pakistan would have adeedfected the

security of Irarf®

In accordance with its highly complicated histohyglo-Iranian relations were once again held hostag¢he
external developments. While Iran's much publiciggd-Pakistan stance did not go down well with tinelian
establishments, there was nonetheless an appoecitithe fact that on several occasions Iran fadmerpreted its oil

supplies to India and had acted as retraining émftie on Pakistan in the latter's disputes withalrfdi

Nonetheless, the economic relations between Indial@an continued, regardless of certain politidiffierences
over Afghanistan and Pakistan. On 17 January 186%il and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) of Indigartnership
with the Philips' Petroleum Company of the Unitadt& and AGIP of Italy, enforced into agreemerthuile National
Iranian Oil Company (NOIC3 The National Iranian Oil Company itself recommetdee involvement of the American
Oil Company because the financial outlay neceswawork on the concessions was away from the ressuf the India.
Under the agreement "an offshore area compromifing blocks in the Persian Gulf was assigned to dbwetracting
parties for the exploration of oil and natural gasl for developing these, if discovered. The tateh covered was 2250

square kilometres. This experiment opened a neptehin the oil industry of India®

In April 1967 one of the bold step taken by the M&andhi was to send M.C. Chagla the then Minifter
External Affairs to Iran. This step is regardedtlas major step by India to warmth the bilaterahtiehs with Iran.

Followed by this, in Nov. 1967, both Iran and Indgreed to extend the trade agreement for a pefiBdyears ending on

22 Asian Recordedyol. 9, No. 25, 18-24 July 1968, p. 5259.

2 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of IndiAnnual Report 1965-66, p.37, at http://mealibiniceports/1965-
66.pdf.

2 UN, Official Records of General Assembly, 20th Ses, 136, 2nd, Plenary Meeting, 14 October 1965.

% 5.M. Burke, Pakistan's Foreign Policy (London, 3)9p. 354.

2 vShah Reviews Foreign PolicyAsian RecorderNo.33, 13-19 August, New Delhi 1966, p 723.

27 A.H.H. Abidi, 'Relations between Indian and Ira847-1979', In A.K. Pasha(ednyia, Iran and the GCC states,
Manas Publications, New Delhi, 2002, p. 239.

%83, Kumar Dev, "Collaboration in Offshore Exploitet’, commerceol. 117, No. 3008, 28 Dec. 1968, p. 17.

29 Ministry of External Affairs Annual Reports 1966-67, p. 1.
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10 March 1976° It was signed by B.D.Jayal, Joint Secretary, Migi®f Commerce and leader of Indian Delegation on
behalf of India and R.S. Tehrani, Deputy MinistéiEgonomy, on behalf of government of Iran. The magenda of the

trade agreement focused on the expansion and ieatisn of trade between the two countrigs.

In 1968 the Shah of Iran visited Indian and wa®inesd with warm welcome from India at the Palampait in
Delhi. Shah landed at the said airport when he avathe way to his home from Thailand and Malay$las gesture was
taken as the important factor in cordial relatibe$ween the two countries by Mrs. Gandhi and cansetty the Shah of
Iran assured India that Pakistan is no way affgatiar traditional friendship with Iran. Morarji D&isvho was the Deputy
Prime Minister and the Finance Minister made a ifigant visit to Iran from 14 to 19 July 1988.Fukhrudin Ali
Ahmmad, the Minister for Industries Development abddmpany affairs paid a Tehran in order to esthbtierdial

relations with Iran.

Another phase of bonhomie in relations begin with $hah's 12 days visit to india in January 1968¢chvfurther
cemented the relationship between Iran and Indiaring this visit it was decided to appoint jointnemission on
economics, trade and technical co-operation hedgethe Minsters of the two countries. It was dedide plan and
implement specific schemes for co-operation throegthanges of technology, joint industrial ventuaad the expansion
of bilateral tradé® During this visit the Shah of Iran came to knowatttindia was certainly marching ahead to the
development. The visit was taken as the great dppity of co-operation and economic developmenbbth the countries
and they emphasised on the best possible utilizatidhis enormous opportunity. The joint commurdigssued at the end
of the Shah's Visit reflected his concurrence lith idea of deeper and wide-ranging economic caadip@ with India.
An Indo-Iranian Joint Commission for Economic, Teaahd Technical Cooperation, established in Janl@8@, was an

outcome of this visit*

The first meeting of the Joint Indo-Iranian Comritisswas held in Tehran from 18 to 21 June 1%6Bhe Joint
Commission discussed the pros and cons of Inddamagconomic relations between the two countridterAneticulous
discussion the Commission acknowledged three spemibjects to work upon. The first one was a joiahture to make
ammonia jointly by the Fertilizer Corporation ofdia and the National Iranian Oil Company. It wasgmsed that the
share of India in ammonia projects of a capacity2db 3 Lac tones per year would be one fifth af thtal equity
participation in the form of supply of machinerydamquipment for the project and that the major potidn of ammonia,

thus produced in Iran, would be available to thrélizer projects in Indig®

The joint venture was advantageous to the bottSthees. as Iran was rich in Petroleum by-produste/ell as
ammonia. India in contrast was in need of fertizeo carry on her green revolution for food adegu®ne more area

where Iran sought Indian technical capability waes production of railway wagons. Hence, both thentges reached an

% Dilip Mikherjee, "New Equations of Friendship ith@nging World'The Statesman, Delhi, 19 April 1968.
31 H
Ibid.
32 |ndian and Foreign Review/ol. 5, No. 20, Aug 1, 1968, p.6.
¥ Indian ExpressDelhi, 14 January 1969.
3 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of IndiAnnual Report 1965-66, p.37, at http://mealibiniceports/1969-
70.pdf.
% Indian Foreign Review/ol. 6, No. 18, 1 July 1969, p. 5.
3 »Ammonia for Fertilizerscommerceyol .118, No .3027, 10 May 1969, p. 904.
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agreement to explore the possibilities of settipgayplant for making railway wagons in Irin.

A high-level co-ordaining and implementation woidirgroup was set up to make sure the successful
implementation of the decisions taken time to titmelan uninterrupted widening of the areas ofjtiet ventures and
mutual aid. Consequently, a joint working group divéé committee on petro-chemicals, petroleum itdes, trade,
transport and technical co-operation was estalishpso facto during the period from 1966-67 to @92 there was a

huge increase in import export between the two team

The second meeting of the Indo-Iranian Joint Corsiois was held in 1970. During the discussion boih t
countries signed a protocol a long-term trade antt jndustrial ventures. The accord proposed thmply of One million
tones of liquid ammonia needed for pushing fesiliproduction, fifty four million worth of PhosphorAcid and round
about ninety thousand to one Lac tones of Sulpkuapnum. In return, India agreed to sell 492 mylwagons. The third
meeting of the Indo-Iranian Joint Commission walsl fxy the end of the same year in Tehran on 2®tB&ember 1970,
during the thorough discussion it was proposedpdoee the new trends and techniques of mutualfiteatehe same time

it was decided to make an agreement for the imgfd8ulphur and Phosphoric Acid.

The begging of the 1970s, again witnessed a downturbilateral relations. With the outbreak of thmelia-
Pakistan War in 1971, Iran offered diplomatic andtenial support to Pakistan, helping to route Awsari military
supplies through its territoryf.While Iran's help to Pakistan was significant, ib@hose to do was also notabliemight
be said in Iran's defence that it supported Pakistaas to retain the balance of power in the regitd make certain the
latter's territorial integrity. But even then itddnot take a very harsh attitude towards India r@sisted Pakistan pressure
to activate CENTO, nor did it indulge in any dir@cbvocation against Indf.Its positive gesture could be interpreted as
deliberate signals to reassure India. However tiogia remained cold for a couple of years after wze. There were

various reason for frozen their bilateral relatiocBsme of which were:
» Difference in perception regarding the superpowelesin the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean;
» Unprecedented arms purchase by Iran from the Usttads in the midst of congruity of their strategijectives;

» India's thinking that the United States was usiag ks a conduit to channelize its political antitany support to

Pakistan to continue its confrontational posture;

» Iran's apprehension regarding India's alleged tphsSiagainst the truncated state of Pakistan; eards| attempt
to bolster Pakistan after the 1971 war being imetgal by India as an effort to change the poweaggu in the

subcontinent.

* lIran's conclusion that India was in league with$a&iet Union in the perceived design of splittPakistan into a

group of pro-Soviet and pro-Indian successor niaties?°

37 Ministry of External Affairs Annual Repori.970-71, p. 33.

3 Stephen R. Shalom, 'The Men behind Yahya in tHe-faak War of 1971', Coalition to Oppose the ArmadE, at
http://coat.ncf.ca/our_magazine/links/issued4 @kasia07.htm.

39 Farah Naazndo Iranian Relations, 1947-200idstitute of Defence Studies and Analyses, New D&bB8, at
http://www.idsa-india.org/an-jan-8-01html.

“OWilliam E. Griffith, "Iran's Foreign Policy in thBahlavi Era, "in Iran under the Pahlavis (&kprge Lenczowski,
California, 1978, p. 382.
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Indo-Iran relations reached its apex particularhce 1973. It was a spell of visits exchanged tgy External
Affairs Foreign Ministers of both the countries tthastored a semblance of normalcy to the bilatexiations. A major
breakthrough was achieved between two countrieimglimdian External Affairs Foreign Minister Swar8mgh's visit to
Tehran from 9-12 July 1973. The visit is widely aeded as the "turning point" in Indo-Iranian redatf* During this visit
the high-level discussion yielded, a new protoooltfade and technical cooperation accord which sigrsed between the
two countries for mutual benefit on the basis oftumlinterests. It was decide to hold the fourthetimg of the Indo-
Iranian Join Commission, which had not met sincedbeber 1976% The visit also contributed a lot in order to bedie
gap between the two countries and also helped dening mutual co-operation between the two coumtnehile his
Iranian counterpart Abbas Ali Khalatbary visitedlim in December 1973. The two ministers consechytighaired the
meetings of Indo-Iranian Joint Commission and dised all issues pertaining to the bilateral retet{d The divergence
of the Indo-Iranian was also reflected in the imiw that the Shah of Iran gave to the Times ofdnd the Month of July
1973. He stated that not to speak of his encougalgitnansigence on the part of Pakistan, he wasoirimg it to pursue a
policy not only of peaceful co-existence but al§@active co-operation with India because it waslewt to him that there
could be no stability in Asia without #.Moreover, as a gesture of goodwill, he dispatdtiedwin sister, Princess Ashraf,

on a 15- day visit to India.
There were some reasons which compelled Irantmalcse its relations with India.

e First, Iran realized that in the midst of the neswgr equation in the Persian Gulf and South As@gions it its
aspirations to emerge as the prominent power irPémsian Gulf were to be achieved, it must evoheomlial

working relationship with the major power in thentiguous regiorf®

» Secondly, Iran wanted to demonstrate to Pakistanhifhislamabad could diversify its relations iretPersian

Gulf, Tehran was in a position to cultivate itsstia South Asid®

e The third reason was Iran's hope that closer oglatwith India might reduce the latter's politieapnomical and

military dependence on the Soviet Union whose "gindovement” could thus be blockéd

e The last positive incentive to improve ties wittdilm was the remarkable unity of the Arab statethenOctober
1973 war. In its wake, he changed his strategyid@ssbefriending the alienated sates ----Egypt laad - the
Shah also thought of opening up with Indfia.

Prime Minster Of India Indira Gandhi and Swaranghipaid an official visit to Iran in April-May 1974dnd the
Shah's return visit in October 1974. These visigskad the highest development in the bilateraltreas between the two

countries. The discussions were held in order teeldp a path to carry on trade and energy co-ojerdbr mutual

“! Lok Sabha Debate, Vol. 30, No. 17, August 1973y Melhi, Col. 60.
42 11i
Ibid.
3 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of IndiAnnual Report, 1973-74, p. 46, at http:// mealix.in/reports/1973-
74, pdf .
*The times of India4 July 1973.
4> Mohammad Ayoob, "Indo-Iranian Relations: Stratefiolitical and Economic Dimensiondntiia QuarterlyNo 1,
January-March 1977, p11.
“6 Shahram Chubin, "Iran: Between the Arab West ArdArab East,Survival, No, 4July-August 1974: p. 177.
*" Howard Wriggins, "Changing Power Relations betwéenMiddle East and South Asia," orbls 3 (fall 627797.
“8 Chubin, "Iran:Between the Arab West, "177.31.
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benefit on the basis of mutual assistance. "Theedpes of the Prime Ministers of both countriesea#d this
understanding speaking at a banquet given in heouroon 29 April 1974 Mrs. Gandhi said, "it was ghsighted to seek
exclusive relationship, friendship with one of coigs should not mean hostility for anoth&t.The Iranian Prime

Minister stated that "no cloud suspicion or misustinding can make the atmosphere of Indo-Iratioek"*°

By February 1975 there was a tremendous improvemedilateral relations between the two countrieise most
important was the concurrence to collaborate atosniergy accord. With the result Iran and India s nuclear
cooperation agreement in February 1975. The Ministe External Affairs visited Iran in November 1®70 attend the
fifth meeting of Indo-Iranian Joint Commission. Aysificant outcome of this visit was to finalizatidhe $630 million
agreement for the exploitation of the Khudremukimiore project, which was a landmark in Indo-lraaremic as well as

political relations.

In May 1976 the Indo-Iranian relations receivedimpetus by the visit of the Iranian Prime Minisi&bbas
Hoveyda, to India, followed by the return visittbe Indian President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmad's visiffiehran in the month
of June 1976. In 1977 after election, the BhatintalaParty emerged as useful with majority and farniee new
government in India headed by Morarji Desia. The/lgdormed government was keen to develop cordidtions with
the rest of world more particularly, with her ndigluring countries. Consequently Prime Minister Mjpraesia visited
Iran In June 1977 and a return visit was paid t®yShah of Iran in February 1978These high-level visits concentrated
on matters of common interest and multifaceted peration. There was also close similarity of viears major
international issues such as disarmament, the Wa&anh problem and the maintenance of the Indiana®aes zone of
peace. Keeping in view the long history of closkural interaction, it was decided to establish wiairs, one at Tehran

and other at Delhi, to promote research into tiseohy of Indo-Iranian relations?

During the Shah's visit to India on 1 February 1878her attempts were made to cement the bilatefations
between the two countries. The Shah shared hisafiglarforeign Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee duritige latter's visit to
Tehran in May 1978. Vajpayee turned down Iran'siest| for Indian backing to a possible Iranian-Rakifront in case
Afghanistan posed a threat. Yet, the two countieed that the development in Afghanistan shootda weaned away

from the Soviet Uniori®
Indo-Iranian Relations after the Iranian Revolution 1979 to 1991 or Islamic Revolution

The Revolution (also Known as Islamic Revolution!®r9 Iranian Revolution) of Iran, under the leathdp of
Imam Khomeini, put an end of Iran's Monarchy (Peahldynasty) under Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi asd it
replacement with an Islamic Republic under the éesliip of Ayatollah Khomeini, the leader of Revaat Regardless of

domestic economic crises and international isalatibe revolution has demonstrated as landmarkiojerent.

Demonstrations against Shah Mohammad Reza commend®@dtober 1977, and received the boost in 1978.

;‘z Indira Gandhi in Iran April 28-Maylinistry of External AffairsGovernment of India, New Delhi, p. 5.
Ibid.

*1 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of IndiAnnual Report 1977-78, pp. 12-13, at

http://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelations/Irdemuary-2012.pdf.

2 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of IndiAnnual Report 1977-78, pp. 12-13, at

http://www.mealib.nic.in/?2036.

3 Report, 1977-78, MEA, Government of India, Newe1978, p.12.
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From August to December 1978 strikes and demoimtsaparalyzed the country at large. The Shahlieft for exile in
mid-January 1979, which resulted power vacuum am ltwo weeks later Ayatollah Khomeini returned tehiian with
warm welcome by several million Iranians. The roggdime collapsed shortly after on February 11 wheerrillas and
rebel troops overwhelmed troops loyal to the Smearined street fighting. Iran voted by nationakrehdum to become
an Islamic Republic on April 1, 1979, and to apg@ new theocratic constitution whereby Khomeirddme Supreme

Leader of the Country, in December 1979.

On February 11, 1979 Imam Khomeini affirmed a imergovernment. On march 30, 1979, the interim
government asked all Inhabitants of Iran having imim sixteen year of age irrespective of genderydte in a
referendum on the issue of accepting an IslamiaBREpas the new-fangled form of government andstiition. In fact,
the election of Mohammad Khomeini, a left-leanifgric, with support from varied segments of theniaa inhabitants
counting students, intellectuals, women, captafrisigoindustrialized companies and small vocal labanions, confirmed
Khatami's hold over the electorate. Consequentlgr 88% voted in goodwill of replacing the Monarchigh an Islamic
Republic. Besides the position of Supreme leadher ,constitution also proposed that a presidentldho® elected after
every four years. Imam Khomeini himself becameitini®td as the Supreme Leader for life, and offigidiecreed as the

"leader of the revolution "on February 4, 1980, AHassan Banisadr was elected as the first presafdran>®

During the period of Shah of Iran until 1979 Indiad Iran continued to be on different camps, whildia
continued to follow a Non-Alignment policy, Iran $ddes with Pakistan were closely allied with theiteh States and
were members of the military alliances known as Hagl Pact later known as CENTO in 1955. The Fepraair9
Islamic Revolution changed the deep-seated rootsaofan foreign policy and called for a major restuction in its
relations with the rest of world. The Islamic rawibn was, after all, to a certain extent, a respoto the Shah's dealings
with the United States and his 'westernisationicpes. The Revolution aimed at resisting Westertucal influence and
on put emphasis on Islamic legitimacy and uniquen€ke core message of the new regimes foreigieypuwlas 'neither
East, nor West, Islam is the bét.

The Main Guiding Principles for the Conduct of Iranian Foreign Policy were
» Rejection of dependence on either the West or East.
» ldentification of the United States as the Prireiphemy of the Islamic Revolution.
e Struggle against superpower and the "Zionist Pdwer.
» Close relations with all oppressed people, esdgdlabse in Muslim countries.
» Liberation of Jerusalem and opposition to pro Is&iates.
e Anti imperialism and support everywhere the opprdgseople.

e« The new regime's foreign policy has been clearllimed in Articles 152, 153 and 154 and patterntluoé

¥ Ervand Abrahamian, ‘Mass Protests in the IslaneiedRition, 1977-79', in Adam Roberts and TimothytGa Ash (ed.)
, Civil Resistance and Power Politics the ExperenitNon-Violent Action from Gandhi to the Presemtford University
Press, 2009, pp. 162-78.

> Roy , Olivier, Globalized IslanGolumbia University Pres@004, p. 67-68.

*® FIBS, June 20, 1983..
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Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Article 152

"The foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Irémbased on the negation all forms of dominatioautomission
there to, the preservation of the independencetamndorial integrity of the country. The defencé the rights of all

Muslims, non-alignment before dominating powers andual peaceful relations with non aggressiveest&f
Article 153

"No contract is to be concluded involving foreigontination over the natural or economical resourtes,

culture, and the army of other domains of Iraniatians.®®

Article 154

"The Islamic Republic of Iran aspires for the pmipeof man in the whole human society and recognise
independence, liberty and the rule of justice anthtas rights for all people of the world. Henedjle refraining from
any kind of intervention in other nations interafflairs. The Islamic Republic of Iran supports theh seeking struggle of

the oppressed against the oppressors in everppére world>®

The Iranian Revolution legacy had an significanpatt on Iranian foreign policy formulations. Irarthdraw
from the Central Treaty Organisation (CENTO) anthltp disassociated itself from strategic and railjt co-operation
with the US and other Western world. Foreign pohoys were retune to a 'Neither East nor Westtpplvhich required
to prevent all forms of political, economical artdagegic reliance on the either Western capitalisnEastern socialism.
Iran also began to develop a favourable opiniotheNAM member countrie¥.

India viewed the revolution in Iran as a reflectiohlran's quest for identity and national selfeatisn and a
desire to charter an independent course withoutMRigrer influenc&* An unofficial Indian goodwill delegation visited
Iran in March 1979 and established contacts withriew Iranian leaders, who appreciated the vigitragiprocated the
greetings and good wishes which the delegationsdiriofrom the government and the people of Indidid welcomed
Iran's withdrawal from the CENTO and its decisiorjdin the NAM® This brought India and Iran a step closer. Further
more, ipso fact there was a substantial goodwithefindian Muslims for the Iranian revolution. Kheini has also sent a
letter to the religious leaders and the peoplendfd in December 1978 describing the situationhef ltanians under the
Pahlavi regime and their struggle against discratiom. He exhorted Indian leaders to support thevament of the
oppressed people of Ir&h.Furthermore, in December 1979, while delineatihg tmportance of the fundamental

independence of Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini said tia should learn the good things from foreignerd esject the bad

>" Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran @siic propagation, Tehran), 1982, p. 70.
58 i

Ibid.
%9 |bid.
%0 Eva Partica Rakel, 'lIranian Foreign Policy sirfe lranian Islamic Revolution: 1979-20084rspective on Global
Development, and Technolo@y,2007, p. 167, at http://all-iran.info/ise/wp-tent/uploads/2009/03/26210546-
ir_foreign_policy a997-2006.pdf.
®1 A.K. Pasha (ed Lontemporary Iran and Emerging Indo-Iranian RelasoNeelkanth PublishersNew Delhi, 1995, p.
145,
%2 Ministry of External Affairs, Government of IndiAnnual Report 1979-2009", p. 22, at http://meatibn/?2033.
% Mandana Tishehyar, 'The Dynamism of Iran-Indiaaiehs: 1979-2009Iranian Review of Foreign Affairs, 2 (2), 2011,
p. 132.
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things, and held up the examples of Japan and.fAdia

In June 1980, the Iranian Commerce Minster, Rezi Baited India as the head of the high-delegatinrfact,
this was the first delegations sent out by the &fier the overthrow of Shah's regime. Reza Sddr"tan had chosen to
send the delegation to India not by accident butdbgign." The delegations emphasised on economiela@ament
between the two countries. The designed delegatisited various industrial units. Despite the fewdt during the Iranian
revolution in 1979 or Islamic Revolution of Iramettwo countries shared the cordial relations it cat be denied that
certain significant differences persisted betweedid and Iran throughout the 1980s and the ear8049This period
witnessed minimal exchange of visits between the ¢auntries. There were various reasons for coldndite relations
between the two age old civilisation. However tobsequent Iran-lraq war from 1980-88 and the neyinres foreign
policy deeply rooted in Islam made matters more mlarated. There are dual opinions regarding Indséesice over the
Iran-lIrag war, some scholars argue that India reethneutral where some others argue that Indiameas sympathetic
towards the Iragi secular regime of Saddam Huss#mwhom enjoyed cordial ties as being one ofAnab leaders who
supported India's cause on Kashmir. In the pogilsgionary Iran Supreme leader Ayatollah Khomeitslamic solidarity
with the oppressed and struggles of Muslim all aherworld which also includes the Muslims of Inéfspecially in the

state of Jammu and Kashmir was an irritant in tiim#iranian relation®

However, the Indo-lranian relations didn't entirébgt the track of friendship various efforts varyt in this
direction to clear the misunderstandings. Abol ldasBanisadr, the President of the Iran in 198@J: séndia and Iran
could co-operate and help each other reversingé¢pendence on the WestIran confessed that india is on of the most
advanced country in the developing world and Iridiaot behind in the race of development. In otlerds India has
developed in every aspect of the technology andh#tel of the hour is to develop the cordial retetivith the India.
Furthermore, Iran assured India to continue suppbjil production; from six million barrels to abthree million barrels
a day of that it needed one million barrels for @stic consumptiof’ Ali Akbar Mainfar, Oil Minister of Iran in 1980,
said that India is high on our priority list forl upplies and will always get special consideratible also said that

because of our good relations with our Indian flieme kept a reasonable amount (five million tories)ndia this yeaf®

Ali Akbar Valatie Foreign Minister of Iran visitethdia in 1982, this visit paved a path to restdre worse
relations between the two countries. During thisitvt was decided to set up a new Joint Commissionement their
bilateral relations. The Iranian Foreign Ministéttee end further added that Iran had consider@kpertise in the field of
oil and it was prepared to help Indidn their joint communiqué, both Velayati and PNarasimha Rao, the then External
Affairs Minister of India expressed grief our thermoil situation of the Afghanistan and expressesirtviews in favour of
settlement at an earliest, which would ensure detiérmination for the people of Afghanistan as \aslinon-interference

by the external forces.

Regarding the development in West Asia, both thentrees expressed their concern about the Israelipation

of Golan Heights as it violated the basic princpté international law. On the Iran-Iraq issue, $tetement only aid that

® R.K. Ramazani, 'Iran's Foreign Policy: ContendDrigntation' Middle East Journal, 43 (2), 1989, p. 212.

% pradhan, Bansindhar, ‘Changing Dynamics of Indfi&ést Asia Policy'international Studies}1(1), 2004, pp. 1-89.
% Hindustan Times, 11 June 1986.

7p.G. Salvi, India in World Affairs, B.R .PublisijrCorporations, New Delhi, 1985, p. 1-6.

® Times of India, 1 March 1980.

% Times of India, 3 May 1982.
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the Iranian side had briefed the Indian sti@¢he most important factor which added flavour e tordial relations of
both the countries was the cooperation in the rmudhe 1982. After West Germany halted work on kaBushehr nuclear
reactor in 1980, Iran urged India's help in comptethis project. Indian radio reported on October1 982, that India
would send a group of nuclear engineers and ssisrit Iran in November, who would inspect the Bismuclear power

plant to study the problenis.

The Indian Prime Minister of visited Iran on 18yJaB83. He was accompanied by several other MisisiEthe
State which includes K. Natwar Singh, Secretarth@aMinistry of External Affairs and other high-kofficials. During
his visit to Iran P.V. Narasimha also called ony&elyAli Khamanai, the President of Iran, Mir Huss®Rlusavi, the Prime
Minster, Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Speaker of thelidafsgarowaladi, the Minister of Commerce, Behzddbvi,
Minister of Heavy Industries and othéfsThis visit was an imminent strep towards the deweient of the relations
between the two states. Various issues of developmere discussed during the talks. The visit yadldhe result of an
agreement between the two countries and signedheipran-India Joint Commission. The visit also mhtlkee way for
lifting iron ore from the Khudremukh plant, on histurn, Prime Minister said that "There had beemesgrogress
regarding the Khudremukh project, though some ssemained to be finalized. The visit resulteddrging closer bonds

and in widening the areas of co-operation betwherwo countries’™

In December 1984 the second session of the Inddaimaloint Commission was held. During this sestiemnew
ways to cement the bilateral relations were explofighe two nations emphasised on the importanddooi-Alignment
and it role in maintain the international peace aedurity. In January 1985 Indo-Iranian held anotheeting of Joint
Commission, which paved the way for the highesiettgyment in the bilateral relation between the twantries. On 7th
January 1985 at the end of meeting an agreemensigasd at Tehran. According to this agreementialmgbuld assist
Iran in various fields including setting up of joinéensive rural industries, satellite communicafitextile and agriculture
implements factories. The emphasis was an induswi@peration, the commission also agreed to ggbmt ventures in

the two countries to tap their domestic and intéonal markets?

In 1986, a high-level delegation of Iran led bynleaForeign Minister Velayati visited india. Thegre received
with warm welcome by Indian leaders. The delegatianalysed the over all activities of the Joint Gossion and
proposed new trends to develop co-operation. It alss agreed that the fourth session of the Joimr@igsion will be
held in Delhi at the end of 1986 or early 1987 as the joint suitable dates to be finalised frond ém end diplomatic

channels.
Text of India-Iran Economic Bilateral Co-Operation in Delhi on August 1986

e It was decided that the fourth session of the Ilvdaian joint Commission would be held in Delhitaé end of

1986 or early as per mutually convenient datestéirtalized through diplomatic channels.

* A high level and comprehensive Iranian economiegiiion will visit in early September to negotiate oil

linked trade and to work out banking arrangememfatilitate lifting at Iranian oil by India and aoter purchase

O lbid.

"L At http:/www.nti.org/e_research/profiles/1825_1826.

2 press Information Bureau, New Delhi, July 23, 1983/. Narasimha Rao Concludes Visit", pp.1-4.
3 Times of India, 22 July 1963.

" Financial Express, January 14, 1986.
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of India's goods by Iran.

» lIranian side expressed interest in the import ofimmdities in the import of commodore, meat corn difiiérent
types of the steal. Indian sides took note of #guest and it was agreed that the list of comnesliill be

provided in advance and finalized during the wa$ithe economic delegation to India.
* Secretary (Steel will visit in September 1986 taiees progress relating to Khudremukh iron ore peoje

* Both sides agreed that there are good prospectmdoistrial collaboration and co-operation betwda®s two
countries particularly in the field of power, sted#ansport, telecommunication and railways. Anniaa

delegation would visit India to explore co-operatian cement industr.

Behzad Nabavi Minister for Heavy Industry In Decemh987 a high-level Iranian Industrial delegatidsited
India and met J. Vengal Rao Union Minister for Istly, and Narayana Dutt Tiwari, the finance MinisteBoth the
countries agreed to Singh a memorandum of undetistgariMoU).According which both the countries taeed to share
science and technology for mutual co-operationSéptember 1989, a memorandum of understanding igasdsto
overcome consular and visa problems. At this tinMeanorandum of Understanding was signed to overdhmeonsular
and visa related problems by the External Affaisntl Secretary Naresh Dayal and Iranian Ambassaddahim
Rahimpur. Here efforts were made for speedy grantisas to teachers to teach in Indian schoolsram land also to

doctors in Irarl”

It was 3 June 1989, when the Iranian Leader AyatoKhomeini died on this sad demise of death addeaf
Iranian Islamic Revolution the then prime Minis@if India Rajiv Gandhi stated, " Iran lost a spigitieader of magnetism
and charisma, Imam Khomeini was a revolutionargrefat eminence and of great conviction. It is awgus loss for the
people of Iran and is shared by the people of Indiam Khomeini extolled the high values of Islade exemplified the
Shiite ethics of self-denial. He protested agaih& rampant Westernization an materialism, whickiehdestroyed
traditional values. The outpouring grief at thegdag away of Imam Khomeini is measure of the staaurd the affection
and the devotion that his countrymen gave him. hotdeini's place in history is assurédrhe end of the cold war the
subsequent retreat of Soviet Union from the sdil&\fghanistan brought in a hope of new changeshan relationships.
However, Kashmir issue time and again cropped up@gritant in the Indo-Iran relationship. Thoulgtdia came out in
support the Iranian Jet airlines crisis, the leadgnored Pakistan's nefarious actions to dessabitidia and condemned
the Indian government for inappropriate handlinghef crisis in Kashmir. On January 24, 1990, tHieiaf spokesman of
the Iranian Foreign Ministry, addressing a pressference in Tehran, expressed "profound regrett twe handling of
riots in Kashmir and called deployments of the &mdarmed forces in the riot stricken areas (Kashtuaimjustified" while
IRNA (Iranian News Agency), in an outrageous manneote that "Kashmir is being reduced to fire dalod.” Iran not
only condemned India on the mishandling of the Kaishissue but also expressed its displeasure blydvatving the

invitation to the Foreign Minister of India, I.K.ugal who was to visit Iran in April 1990 to co-dhshe meeting of the

> Foreign Minister of Iran visits India: The TextAfreed Talks" Foreign Affairs Record, Governmehinalia, New
Delhi, Vol. XXXIlv, No. 8, August 1986, p. 224.

% |bid, p. 224.

" Asia Recorder, Vol. XXXV, No. 45, November 198920850.

'8 Atal Behari Vajpayee, 'India and the Changingrimational Order, thdia and foreign ReviewslO. 9, February 15,
1978, p. 12.
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Indo-Iranian Joint commission in Tehr&h.

Despite sharing civilisational affinities and histal links, partnership between Indian and Iras haver been
consistent. Partnership between the two count@ssseen both ups and downs during the Cold Waogetie to their
divergent foreign policy priorities. The relatiohstween the two countries were suffered by the pawer blocs, either
directly or indirectly. Although both the countrigged a lot to escape from the situation. Topobyamatural resources,
economy, national consistency, national awakeniregy ideologies, cold war, strategic thinking angight of national

leaders were the main inputs which determineddrddtrelation between the two countries.
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